JOURNAL OF THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF RELIGION

B o

December 1982

ISSN: 0002-7189




EDITOR: Robert P. Scharlemann. Urniveraty of Virgima
BOOK REVIEW EDITOR: Robert D. Baird, { miverauty of lova

[] Editorial Board

Catherine L. Albanese, Wright State Unnzersity; Kalman Po Bland, Duke Univeraty;
T Dwight Bozeman, [niveraty of Iowa; Donald Capps, Princeton Theolugical
Sermunary, John Dominie Crossan, DePaul Univerity: Robert Detweiler, Emory
[Unwersity; Mary Gerhart, Hobart and Wilham Smuth Colleges; Samuel Laeuchli,
Temple University: Gerald James Larson, {mzeraty of Californwa, Santa Barbara,
Richard C. Martin, Arizona State Umivernity: Wendy Doniger O Flaherty, Dy
School, Unwersity of Chicago, William L. Power. [ mweraty of Georgia: Albert
Raboteau, [nwversity of Califormia, Berkeley, William €. Shepherd. [ niceraty of
Montana: Bardwell Smith, Carleton College: Mark Tavlor, Williams College; Phyllis
Trible. { nwon Theolugical Seminary, New York: Charles Winquist, Califorma State
{miversity, Chico.

[] The Cover

The four gestures represented on the cover are, from top left to bottom right.
Abhaya mudra. A gesture of assurance or protection, intended to impart

fearlessness. The right hand is held with palm facing outwards and the fingers
extended upwards.

Dhvyana mudra. A gesture of meditation. The hands lie in the lap. the right
over left with all fingers extended, and the palms turned imwards.

Bhumusparsa mudra. A gesture calling the earth to witness. This gesture was
used by the Buddha to invoke the Earth-Goddess as witness of his having resisted the
temptation of Mara

Dharmacakra mudra. A gesture of teaching wherein the right hand is held at
the breast, with the united tips of the index and thumb touching one of the fingers of
the left hand. the palm being turned inwards

Assistant to the Editors: Mary Lou Doyle
Editorial Assistant: Jack Mouw
Cover Design
From The Life of the Budidha Retold from Ancient Sources
by Anil De Silva-Vigier. author

Printed in the United States of America

Copyright © 1952 American Academy of Religion



JOURNAL OF THE
AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF RELIGION

December 1982 Volume L

O Articles

Number Four

Poetry and the Possibility of Theology
Whitehead’s Views Reconsidered

Sohtude A Central Motif in Thomas Merton’s
Life and Writings

Defining Nascent Ritual

Normative and Religious Elements 1n Sartre’s
Eustental Psychoanalysis

The Vision of Woman n Classical Reform Judaism
Bahini Bai 'Wife and Saint

Work as Worship 1n Virasaiva Tradition

0 Book Notices

Frank Burch Brown

John F Teahan
Ronald L Grimes

Stuart Charmé
Rw-Ellen Prell
Anne Feldhaus
R Blake Michael

557
575
591
605

Wilson, Robert R , Prophecy and Society in Ancient
Israel

Clements, Ronald E , Old Testament Theology.
A Fresh Approach

Kugel, James L , The Idea of Biblical Poetry
Parallelism and Its History -

Van den Broek, R, and Vermaseren, M |, eds,
Studies in Gnosticism and Hellenistic Religions
presented to Gilles Quispel on the Occasion of
his 65th Birthday

Marin, Lous, The Semiotics of the Passion
Narratwe Topics and Figures, trans Alfred M
Johnson, Jr

Higgins, A ] B, The Son of Man 1n the Teaching
of Jesus

J Kenneth Kuntz
J Kenneth Kuntz

Leo G Perdue

John D Turner

Robert Detweiler

Paul Hollenbach

621

622

622

623

624

625

(continued on page 663)



JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN
ACADEMY OF RELIGION

The journal of the American Academy of Religion 1s published quarterly, n
March, June, September, and December, by the American Academy of Religion
Second class postage paid at Chico, Califormia and at additional mailing offices
Annual subscription, $35 00, payment may be made by UNESCO coupons Address
all correspondence regarding subscription fulfillment, change of address, and sample
copies to Scholars Press, 101 Salem Street, PO Box 2268, Chico, CA 95927
Correspondence regarding manuscripts, permissions, and journal exchanges should be
directed to the Editor

Four copies of each manuscript are to be sent to the Editor, Robert P
Scharlemann, Department of Rehigious Studies, Umversity of Virgima, Charlottes-
ville, VA 22903 Copies will not be returned An original manuseript will be returned
if accompanied by postage (stamps only) All manuscripts accepted are subject to
editorial modification Upon request, the Editor will furmsh authors with a stvle
sheet Books for review should be sent to the Book Review Editor The Journal does
not guarantee to review unsolicited books

Back issues are available from Scholars Press Customer Services, P O Box
4869, Hampden Station, Baltimore, MD 21211 For advertising rates and informa-
tion, address Advertising Manager, Scholars Press, 101 Salem Street, PO Box 2268,
Chico, CA 95927 JAAR 1s indexed in Current Contents, Elenchus Bibliographicus
Biblicus, Ephemerides Theologicae Lovanienses, Guide to Social Science and Religion
i Perwdical Literature, Humanities Index, Index to Religious Periodical Literature,
Internationale Zewtschriftenschau fur Bibelunssenschaft und Grenzgebiete, Magazines
Jn Libranies, New Testament Absiracts, Religious and Theological Abstracts, Religious
Periodical  Index, Revue d’Histowre Ecclésiastique, Social Science Culation Index,
ZLewschnftemnhaltsdienst-Theologie, Bulletin signalétique Historre et sciences des
religions

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF RELIGION

The fournal of the American Academy of Religion 1s an official publication of
the American Academy of Religion The Journal may be received either by subscrip-
tion or by membership in the Academy (1) The annual subscription rate 1s $35 and
entitles the subscriber to receive the Journal only (2) Membership in the Academy 1s
open to those engaged 1n research and/or instruction 1n the field of religious studies
The annual membership fee 1s based on the member’s annual imcome $14,000 and
below. 825 (81500 for the Journal), $14,001-18,000, $30 ($15 00 for the fournal),
$18.001 and above, $35 (81500 for the Journal) The annual membership fee for
students and retired members 1s $15 (81500 for the journal) The membership fee
entitles the member to receive both the Journal and the Bulletin of the Council on
the Study of Rehgion

The Academv maintains a National Office on the campus of Califorma State
University, Chico, CA 95929, telephone 916-895-5108, under the direction of Charles
Winquist, Executive Director



